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ANNUAL 
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of 

THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 

(including  the  reports  of  the 
Public  Health  Inspectors) 


for  the  year 

1962 


TO  THE  CHAIRMAN  AND  MEMBERS  OF  THE  SOUTH 
BERKS  JOINT  PUBLIC  HEALTH  COMMITTEE. 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

1  have  the  honour  of  presenting  to  you  the  Annual  Report  for  1962. 

It  can  be  seen  from  the  first  statistical  table  that  the  population  of  the 
area  continues  to  increase.  Since  last  year  the  total  population  has  risen  by 
2,570.  Since  1958  when  I  had  the  honour  of  being  appointed  your  Medical 
Officer  of  Health,  the  population  has  risen  by  8,130,  an  increase  of  almost 
11%  of  the  1958  figure.  Although  all  four  districts  have  shared  this  increase, 
the  greatest  increase,  both  absolutely  and  relatively,  has  been  in  Bradfield 
Rural  District.  Much  of  this  increase  in  Bradfield  Rural  District  population 
has  been  on  the  borders  of  Reading  Borough.  This  has  brought  with  it 
problems  of  urban  life  which  to  some  extent  belie  the  title  of  Rural  District. 
One  such  problem  which  has  already  demanded  some  attention  is  that  of 
atmospheric  pollution. 

Although  it  is  very  easy  and  very  tempting  to  blame  atmospheric 
pollution  on  industrial  premises  this  is  both  unfair  and  untrue.  Much  of 
the  atmospheric  pollution  which  helped  to  make  the  fogs  of  the  winter 
of  1962  so  unpleasant  came  from  domestic  premises.  In  an  area  of  tightly 
packed  housing,  such  as  the  eastern  part  of  Bradfield  Rural  District,  air 
pollution  is  obviously  something  which  cannot  be  allowed  to  go  unchecked. 

The  table  of  causes  of  death  again  shows  that  diseases  of  the  heart  and 
circulation  were  responsible  for  the  greatest  total  of  deaths.  With  the  com¬ 
plicated  and  largely  unknown  aetiology  of  these  diseases  the  observation  of 
the  previous  sentence  will  certainly  continue  to  be  true  for  many  years. 

The  much  publicised  increase  in  the  lung  cancer  deaths  does  not  show 
in  this  report,  but  this  is  obviously  due  to  the  comparatively  small  popul- 
tion  involved.  The  national  figures  on  this  disease  certainly  show  a  steady 
increase,  and  even  in  your  own  area  an  increase  can  be  seen  when  figures 
for  a  decade  ago  are  studied.  But  still  in  spite  of  the  certain  association 
of  cigarette  smoking  and  lung  cancer  there  is  an  amazing  amount  of  self 
deception  among  smokers,  each  of  whom  is  capable  of  convincing  himself 
or  herself  that  the  statistics  do  not  apply  to  them. 

Among  the  infectious  diseases  there  is  no  notable  entry.  Two  such 
diseases  are  nevertheless  worthy  of  mention. 

Firstly,  1962  saw  the  importation  into  Britain  of  smallpox.  No  case 
was  reported  in  any  part  of  your  area,  but  much  public  concern  was  caused 
and  your  officers  were  much  exercised  in  the  visiting  of  contacts  from  other 
districts.  The  public  concern — one  might  in  some  instances  say  public 
panic — accounts  for  the  greatly  increased  number  of  vaccinations  recorded 
in  the  appropriate  table  in  the  report. 

Secondly,  the  year  saw  the  introduction  of  oral  immunisation  against 
poliomyelitis.  The  oral  vaccine,  which  is  easier  from  both  patients  and 
administrators  viewpoint,  is  also  a  more  effective  vaccine.  It  has  now 
virtually  replaced  the  previous  Salk  type  vaccine. 

It  is  a  source  of  great  regret  that  it  was  necessary  during  1962  to  ask 
the  magistrates  to  authorise  the  removal  from  her  home  and  against  her  will. 
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of  an  elderly  person.  This  is  the  first  time  in  the  five  years  of  my  service 
with  you  that  I  have  felt  it  necessary  to  ask  for  such  a  measure. 

But  the  circumstances  which  led  to  this  drastic  action  are  frequently 
approached.  The  problem  of  elderly  persons  living  alone  who  are  obviously 
in  failing  health  and  are  unable  or  unwilling  to  care  for  themselves  is  one 
which  is  common.  The  sight  of  these  elderly  persons  sitting  by  a  fire  which 
fills  the  room  with  smoke  because  the  chimney  is  blocked  after  years  of 
neglect,  and  the  hearth  is  covered  with  ash;  with  a  table  obviously  not 
cleared  for  weeks  on  which  are  a  bottle  of  milk,  some  old  bread,  butter, 
and  a  few  dirty  utensils — one  generally  half  full  of  cold  tea;  with  a 
characteristic  but  indefinable  and  undesirable  smell  in  the  house,  is  tragically 
familiar.  Often  these  people  complain  because  no  one  visits  them  yet  refuse 
all  offers  of  aid.  such  as  home  help  or  district  nurses.  Often  they  complain 
of  their  living  conditions  yet  refuse  any  offers  to  find  them  alternative 
accommodation. 

It  would  be  tempting  to  tidy  all  the  administrative  aspects  and  admit 
these  people  en  masse  to  old  persons’  homes,  but  this  is  certainly  not  the 
answer.  Often  with  repeated  visiting  and  persuasion  one  can  convince  them 
of  the  measures  necessary  for  their  own  welfare.  In  the  instance  in  question 
at  the  moment,  the  severe  illness  made  more  rapid  action  imperative. 

At  the  end  of  1962  Ministerial  approval  was  finally  given  to  the  addi¬ 
tion  of  fluoride  to  water  supplies.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  advantage  will  be 
taken  of  the  full  benefits  which  can  accrue  from  this  simple,  cheap,  effective 
and  safe  way  of  combatting  dental  decay.  The  Ministerial  statement  was 
however  made  too  late  in  the  year  for  effective  action  to  be  taken  in  1962. 
One  can  only  hope  that  1963  will  bring  to  children  the  benefit  of  this 
measure. 

Finally,  I  would  like  to  thank  the  Committee  and  my  fellow  officers 
for  their  help  and  advice  and  also  to  thank  the  many  voluntary  workers  in 
so  many  organisations  who  fill  in  the  gaps  in  statutory  services. 

I  am,  Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 
Your  obedient  servant, 

ROBERT  HANDY, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health, 
South  Berks  Joint  Public  Health  Committee. 
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SOUTH  BERKS  JOINT  PUBLIC  HEALTH  COMMITTEE 

1962-  1963 


LIST  OF  MEMBERS 


Newbury  Borough  ...  R.  A.  Knight,  Esq. 

M.  W.  Paine,  Esq.,  m.b.e. 
J.  W.  Slater.  Esq.,  j.p. 


Bradheld  R.D. 


Newbury  R.D. 


Hungerford  R.D. 


Mrs.  M.  P.  Showers. 

A.  H.  Wyatt,  Esq. 

Mrs.  K.  M.  Blandford. 

F.  Howes,  Esq.,  j.p.  (Chairman). 
F.  A.  Holland,  Esq. 

H.  C.  Robbins,  Esq. 

Miss  C.  C.  Carden. 

Major  J.  W.  B.  Cole. 


Berks  County  Council  ...  A.  Arblthnott,  Esq.,  m.b.e.,  e.d. 

Mrs.  P.  Davies. 

D.  H.  Parker  Bowles,  Esq. 

Clerk:  L.  Soltthern,  Esq.,  ll.b..  Municipal  Buildings,  Newbury. 

(Telephone  109). 
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Medical  Officer  of  Health; 

R.  HANDY,  M.B.,  D.p.H. 

Public  Health  Office,  Greenham  House.  Newbury. 


Telephone:  Newbury  1144. 

Newbury  Borough 

...  J.  Hague,  f.a.p.h.i.. 

Chief  Public  Health  Inspector, 
16,  Market  Place,  Newbury. 

(Telephone  446). 

Certificate  of  the  Royal  Sanitary  Institute  as 
Sanitary  Inspector. 

Certificate  of  the  Royal  Sanitary  Institute  as 
Inspector  of  Meat  and  other  Foods. 

G.  J.  WiCKENS,  M.A.P.H.I., 

Add.  Public  Health  Inspector. 
Certificate  of  the  Royal  Sanitary  Institute 
and  Sanitary  Inspectors’  Board. 
Certificate  of  the  Royal  Sanitary  Institute  as 
Inspector  of  Meat  and  other  Foods. 

Bradbeld  R.D. 

...  P.  J.  Wing,  m.a.p.h.e, 

26,  Bath  Road,  Reading. 

(Telephone  55581). 

Certificate  of  the  Royal  Society  of  Health 
as  Public  Health  Inspector. 

G.  Rosser,  m.a.p.h.e, 

Certificate  of  the  Public  Health  Inspectors. 
Education  Board. 

Newbury  R.D. 

...  C.  J.  Cooke,  m.a.p.h.i.. 

Chief  Public  Health  Inspector, 

Phoenix  House,  Bartholomew  Street, 
Newbury. 

(Telephone  2400). 

Certificate  of  the  Royal  Sanitary  Institute  as 
Sanitary  Inspector. 

Certificate  of  the  Royal  Sanitary  Institute  as 
Inspector  of  Meat  and  other  Foods. 

S.  Burgess,  m.a.p.h.e, 

Add.  Public  Health  Inspector. 

Certificate  of  the  Royal  Sanitary  Institute 
and  Sanitary  Inspectors’  Joint  Board. 

M.  E.  Northcombe,  a.r.s.h.. 

Add.  Public  Health  Inspector. 

Certificate  of  the  Royal  Sanitary  Institute  as 
Sanitary  Inspector. 
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Hungerford  R.D .  J.  E.  Edwards,  m.a.p.h.i.,  a.r.s.h.. 

Chief  Public  Health  Inspector, 

The  Priory,  Hungerford.  (Telephone  29). 

Certificate  of  the  Royal  Sanitary  Institute  as 
Sanitary  Inspector. 

J,  G.  Clarke,  m.a.p.h.i.,  a.r.s.h.. 

Certificate  of  Public  Health  Inspectors’ 
Examination  Board  as  Public  Health 
Inspector. 

(Resigned  18th  August,  1962). 

J.  B.  Stocks,  m.a.p.h.i.. 

Certificate  of  Public  Health  Inspectors’ 
Examination  Board  as  Public  Health 
Inspector. 

(Appointed  5th  November,  1962). 
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GENERAL  STATISTICS 


District 

Area  in  Acres 
(Land  and 
Inland  Water) 

Estimated 

Population 

Persons 
per  Acre 

Newbury  Borough 

2,612 

20,700 

7.9 

Bradfield  Rural 

53,008 

30,180 

0.6 

Newbury  Rural 

41,660 

21,650 

0.5 

Hungerford  Rural 

44,817 

10,270 

0.2 

Joint  Districts 

142,097 

82,800 

0.6 

Area 

Births 

Deaths 

Population 
Change 
(+  or  -) 

Births 

Minus 

Deaths 

Newbury  Borough 

421 

281 

+  310 

140 

Bradfield  R.D. 

666 

236 

+  1,620 

430 

Newbury  R.D. 

412 

202 

+  490 

210 

Hungerford  R.D. 

155 

137 

+  150 

18 

Joint  Districts 

...  1,654 

856 

+  2,570 

798 
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VITAL  STATISTICS 
Births  and  Deaths 


The  following  table  shows  the  totals  of  births  and  deaths  and  the 
rates  per  thousand  appropriate  population.  The  corresponding  figures  for 
1961  are  in  brackets. 


District 

Number  of 

Live  Birth 

Live  Birth 
Rate 

Death 

Rate 

Infant  Mortality 
per  1,000 
Live  Births 

Newbury  Borough 
Bradfield  Rural 
Newbury  Rural 
Hungerford  Rural 
Joint  Districts 

421  (360) 

666  (592) 

412  (401) 

155  (165) 
1654  (1518) 

20.1  (17.5) 
19.6  (18.5) 
18.8  (18.8) 
16.9  (18.3) 
20.0  (18.9) 

11.7  (11.6) 
8.7  (8.6) 

9.4  (9.0) 

11.6  (9.5) 
10.3  (10.1) 

11.9  (16.7) 
25.5  (10.1) 
21.8  (15.0) 
45.2  (36.4) 
22.0  (15.8) 

Newbur\’ 

Borough 

Bradfield 

Rural 

Newbury  Hungerford  Joint 

Rural  Rural  Districts 

Illegitimate  live  births 

per  cent,  total  live  births  6.4  (8.1) 

5.7  (5.2) 

7.8  (5.2)  2.6  (5.5)  6.1  (5.7) 

District 

Still-births 

Total  live  and 
still-births 

Still¬ 
birth  rate 

Neo-natal 
death  rate 

Newbury  Borough 
Bradfield  Rural 
Newbury  Rural 
Hungerford  Rural 
Joint  Districts 

...  5  (3) 

...  7  (21) 

...  3  (11) 

...  4  (6) 

...  19  (41) 

426  (363) 
673  (613) 

415  (412) 
159  (171) 
1673  (1559) 

11.7  (8.3) 

10.4  (34.3) 
7.2  (26.7) 

25.2  (35.1) 

11.4  (26.3) 

11.9  (11.1) 

16.5  (3.4) 

21.8  (7.5) 

25.8  (30.3) 

17.5  (9.2) 

Early  Neo-natal  Peri-natal  mortality 

District 

mortality  rate 

rate 

Newbury  Borough 

7.1  (11.1) 

18.9  (19.3) 

Bradfield  Rural 

•  >  •  •  »  • 

15.0  (3.4) 

25.2  (37.5) 

Newbury  Rural 

17.0  (5.0) 

24.1  (31.6) 

Hungerford  Rural 

«  .  *  •  .  . 

25.8  (30.3) 

50.3  (64.3) 

Joint  Districts 

... 

14.5  (8.9) 

25.7  (34.6) 

Total 

Deaths  of 

Legitimate 

Illegitimate 

1  nfant 

Infants  under 

Infant 

Infant 

District 

Deaths 

4  weeks  of  age 

mortality  rate 

mortality  rate 

Newbury  Borough  ... 

5  (6) 

5  (4) 

12.7  (18.1) 

-  (-) 

Bradfield  Rural 

17  (6) 

11  (2) 

25.5  (10.7) 

26.3  (— ) 

Newbury  Rural 

9  (6) 

9  (3) 

23.0  (15.8) 

—  (— ) 

Hungerford  Rural  ... 

7  (6) 

4  (5) 

46.4  (38.5) 

—  (— ) 

Joint  Districts 

38  (24) 

29  (14) 

23.8  (18.1) 

9.9  (— ) 

Maternal  Mortality 

There  was  one  death  in  this  category — possibly  the  most  tragic  of  all 
the  categories.  This  one  death  gives  a  maternal  mortality  rate  of  2.4  for 
Newbury  Borough  and  a  rate  of  0.6  for  the  whole  area. 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH 

(Figures  for  1961  are  in  brackets). 


Hunger-  Total 

DEATHS:  Newbury  Bradfield  Newbury  ford  (all 

Borough  Rural  Rural  Rural  areas) 


Tuberculosis  respiratory  2 

(-) 

2 

(2) 

— 

(-) 

— 

(-) 

4 

(2) 

Tuberculosis,  other 

— 

(— ) 

— 

(— ) 

— 

(— ) 

— 

(— ) 

— 

(— ) 

Syphilitic  disease 

— 

(-) 

• — 

(1) 

1 

(-) 

— 

(1) 

1 

(2) 

Diphtheria  . 

— 

(-) 

— 

(-) 

— 

(-) 

— 

(— ) 

— 

(-) 

Whooping  Cough  ... 

— 

(-) 

— 

(-) 

— 

(-) 

— 

(-) 

— 

(— ) 

Meningococcal 

infections  . 

— 

(1) 

— 

(-) 

— 

(-) 

— 

(-) 

— 

(1) 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

— 

(-) 

— 

(-) 

— 

(-) 

— 

(-) 

— 

(“) 

Measles  . 

— 

(— ) 

— 

(— ) 

— 

(— ) 

— 

(— ) 

— 

(— ) 

Other  infective  and 

parasitic  diseases 

1 

(-) 

— 

(-) 

— 

{-) 

— 

(-) 

1 

(— ) 

Malignant  neoplasm, 

stomach  . 

9 

(7) 

(12) 

5 

(5) 

1 

(1) 

17 

(25) 

Malignant  neoplasm. 

lung  bronchus 

7 

(14) 

11 

(11) 

9 

(12) 

6 

(2) 

33 

(39) 

Malignant  neoplasm. 

breast  . 

6 

(8) 

4 

(3) 

4 

(7) 

1 

(2) 

15 

(15) 

Malignant  neoplasm, 

uterus  . 

1 

(3) 

— 

(1) 

1 

(-) 

— 

(-) 

2 

(4) 

Other  malignant  and 

lymphatic  neoplasms 

21 

(26) 

21 

(10) 

15 

(14) 

8 

(14) 

65 

(6) 

Leukaemia,  aleukaemia 

— • 

(1) 

2 

(2) 

— 

(1) 

1 

(-) 

3 

(4) 

Diabetes  . 

1 

(3) 

— 

(1) 

— 

(3) 

1 

(-) 

2 

(7) 

Vascular  lesions  of  ner- 

vous  systems — stroke 

53 

(44) 

31 

(36) 

31 

(28) 

15 

(15) 

130(112) 

Coronary  disease, 

angina  . 

54 

(51) 

43 

(51) 

34 

(27) 

23 

(16) 

154(145) 

Hypertension  with 

heart  disease 

4 

(3) 

7 

(4) 

3 

(4) 

5 

(3) 

19 

(14) 

Other  heart  disease  ... 

42 

(51) 

19 

(24) 

33 

(20) 

19 

(13) 

113  (108) 

Other  circulatory 

disease  . . 

8 

(14) 

15 

(12) 

10 

(11) 

6 

(8) 

39 

(45) 

Influenza  . 

4 

(2) 

1 

(4) 

1 

(2) 

1 

(4) 

7 

(12) 

Pneumonia  . 

15 

(12) 

19 

(9) 

12 

(11) 

14 

(8) 

60 

(40) 

Bronchitis  . 

8 

(6) 

13 

(8) 

6 

(7) 

9 

(9) 

36 

(30) 

Other  diseases  of 

respiratory  system 

2 

(6) 

— 

(1) 

3 

(1) 

— 

(3) 

5 

(11) 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and 

duodenum 

3 

(2) 

4 

(2) 

— 

(-) 

4 

(3) 

11 

(7) 

Gastritis,  entertis  and 

diarrhoea  . 

1 

(3) 

1 

(1) 

— 

(1) 

1 

(-) 

3 

(5) 

Nephritis  &  nephrosis 

— 

(3) 

— 

(4) 

1 

(-) 

1 

(-) 

2 

(7) 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate 

2 

(1) 

3 

(2) 

— 

(-) 

2 

(-) 

7 

(3) 

Pregnancy,  childbirth. 

abortion  . 

1 

(-) 

— 

(-) 

— 

(-) 

— 

(-) 

1 

(~) 

Congenital 

malformations 

3 

(-) 

6 

(3) 

6 

(5) 

2 

(2) 

17 

(10) 

Other  defined  and  ill- 

defined  diseases  ... 

19 

(14) 

24 

(17) 

23 

(14) 

11 

(10) 

77 

(55) 

Motor  vehicle  accidents 

7 

(4) 

1 

(7) 

2 

(3) 

— 

(1) 

10 

(15) 

All  other  accidents  ... 

6 

(3) 

6 

(4) 

1 

(6) 

6 

(2) 

19 

(15) 

Suicide  . 

1 

(1) 

1 

(1) 

1 

(6) 

— 

(2) 

3 

(10) 

Homicide  and 

operations  of  war 

■ — 

(-) 

— 

(-) 

— 

(-) 

— 

(-) 

— 

(-) 

All  causes  ...  281  (278) 

236  (222) 

9 

202(188) 

137  (119) 

856  (807) 

PREVALENCE  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE 


The  following  table  gives  the  number  of  cases  of  infectious  disease 
notified  in  each  district  during  1962. 


Hunger- 

Total 

Newbury  Bradfield 

ford 

Newbury 

All 

Disease 

Borough 

Rural 

Rural 

Rural 

Areas 

Smallpox  . 

- — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Diphtheria  . 

— 

— 

— 

- — 

— 

Scarlet  Fever  . 

— 

13 

1 

2 

16 

Erysipelas  . .  ... 

Enteric  Fever  (including 

— 

— 

2 

— 

2 

Paratyphoid)  . 

— 

— 

— 

- — 

— 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

— 

1 

— - 

— 

1 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Acute  Polioencephalitis  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

— 

—  - 

— 

— 

— 

Acute  Encephatlitis 

— 

— 

— 

— - 

— 

Meningococcal  Infection 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Dysentery  . 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

Acute  Primary  Pneumonia 

1 

10 

3 

— 

14 

Measles  . 

209 

39 

34 

140 

422 

Whooping  Cough  . 

— 

1 

3 

— - 

4 

Food  Poisoning  . 

— 

3 

— 

— 

3 

Respiratory  Tuberculosis 
Other  Forms  of 

5 

4 

— 

8 

17 

Tuberculosis  . 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Anthrax  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

IMMUNISATION  AND  VACCINATION 

These  services  are  under  the  control  of  the  County  Health  Depart¬ 
ment  under  Part  III  of  the  National  Health  Service  Act,  1946. 

Newbury  Health  Sub-Committee  is  responsible  for  diphtheria  and 
whooping  cough  prophylaxis  within  the  Borough  of  Newbury. 

Immunisation  is  performed  at  Child  Welfare  Centres  and  by  the 
general  practitioners,  who  are  also  in  the  main  responsible  for  smallpox 
vaccination. 

Poliomyelitis  vaccination  is  carried  out  by  general  practitioners  and 
also  at  ad  hoc  clinics. 
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DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION,  1962 

Number  of  Children  Immunised  against  Diphtheria 

(Figures  for  1961  in  brackets) 


District 

Under  1 

Over  1  but 
Under  5 

5—15 

Total 

Newbury  Borough: 

Primary  . 

189 

(283) 

139 

(58) 

5  (30) 

333  (371) 

Booster  . 

— 

(— ) 

30 

(19) 

73  (93) 

103  (112) 

Bradheld  Rural: 

Primary  . 

250 

(314) 

212 

(109) 

9  (10) 

471  (433) 

Booster  . 

— 

(-) 

52 

(23) 

135  (55) 

187  (78) 

Newbury  Rural: 

Primary  . 

99 

(234) 

129 

(81) 

2  (5) 

230  (320) 

Booster  . 

— 

(-) 

26 

(20) 

49  (80) 

75  (100) 

Hungerford  Rural: 

Primary  . 

42 

(107) 

62 

(46) 

3  (2) 

107  (155) 

Booster  . 

- - 

(-) 

— 

(-) 

11  (15) 

11  (15) 

The  following  table  shows  the  total  number  of  Primary  Diphtheria 
Immunisation  carried  out  in  the  four  areas  during  the  last  ten  years. 


1953 

1954 

1955 

1956 

1957 

1958 

1959 

1960 

1961 

1962 

Newbury  Borough: 

Under  5 

206 

178 

215 

236 

275 

270 

277 

282 

341 

328 

5—15 

46 

6 

8 

13 

3 

1 

1 

2 

30 

5 

Bradfield  Rural: 

Under  5 

281 

290 

261 

238 

249 

383 

435 

303 

423 

462 

5—15 

72 

44 

79 

9 

6 

— 

23 

21 

10 

9 

Newbury  Rural: 

Under  5 

154 

84 

157 

220 

200 

205 

300 

250 

315 

228 

5—15 

4 

3 

4 

9 

1 

— 

— 

— 

5 

2 

Hungerford  Rural: 

Under  5 

111 

114 

137 

103 

94 

92 

87 

93 

153 

104 

5—15 

4 

2 

— 

2 

2 

— 

— 

— 

2 

3 

Total 

878 

721 

861 

830 

830 

951 

1123 

951 

1279 

1141 
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VACCINATION,  1962 

(Figures  for  1961  in  brackets). 


Over  1  but 

District  Under  1  Under  5  5  — 15  Total 


Newbury  Borough: 


Primary  . 

75 

(311) 

197 

(24) 

366 

(— ) 

638 

(335) 

Re-Vaccination  . . 

- — 

(— ) 

135 

(-) 

264 

(52) 

399 

(52) 

Bradheld  Rural: 

Primary  . 

236 

(353) 

263 

(50) 

280 

(-) 

779 

(403) 

Re-Vaccination  . . 

(-) 

85 

(-) 

423 

(53) 

508 

(53) 

Newbury  Rural: 

Primary  . 

84 

(236) 

263 

(28) 

311 

(-) 

658 

(264) 

Re-Vaccination  .. 

. 

(-) 

96 

(2) 

436 

(61) 

532 

(63) 

Hungerford  Rural: 

Primary  . 

36 

(108) 

81 

(18) 

90 

(-) 

207 

(126) 

Re-Vaccination  ... 

— 

(-) 

46 

(-) 

120 

(15) 

166 

(15) 

Total 

.  431 

(1008) 

1166  (122) 

2290  (181) 

3887  (1311) 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  Children  who  during  the  past 


eights  years 

were  vaccinated 

when 

under 

one  year  of 

age. 

District 

1955 

1956 

1957 

1958 

1959 

1960 

1961 

1962 

Newbury  Borough 

136 

184 

171 

219 

175 

230 

311 

75 

Bradfield  Rural 

...  232 

215 

221 

309 

329 

303 

353 

236 

Newbury  Rural 

140 

179 

195 

191 

233 

291 

236 

84 

Hungerford  Rural 

97 

76 

75 

110 

95 

84 

108 

36 

Total 

...  605 

654 

662 

829 

832 

908 

1008 

431 
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Number  of  Vaccinations  carried  out  in  infants  under  one  year,  compared 

with  the  annual  number  of  births. 


Area 

Year 

Live  Births 

Vaccinations 

Percentage 

Newbury  Borough  ... 

1960 

428 

230 

53.1 

1961 

360 

311 

86.4 

1962 

421 

75 

17.8 

Bradfield  R.D.C. 

1960 

530 

303 

57.2 

1961 

592 

353 

59.7 

1962 

666 

236 

35.4 

Newbury  R.D.C. 

1960 

283 

291 

76 

1961 

401 

236 

58.4 

1962 

412 

84 

20.4 

Hungerford  R.D.C.  ... 

1960 

170 

84 

49.4 

1961 

165 

108 

65.4 

1962 

155 

36 

23.3 

Joint  District  . 

1960 

1511 

908 

60.1 

1961 

1518 

1008 

66.4 

1962 

1654 

431 

26.0 

NEW  CASES  OF  TUBERCULOSIS,  1962 


Age 

Newbury 

Bradfield 

Newbury 

Hungerford 

Periods 

Borough 

Rural 

Rural 

Rural 

Non- 

Non- 

Non- 

Non- 

Resp.  Resp. 

Resp.  Resp. 

Resp.  Resp. 

Resp.  Resp. 

0  —  1 


1 

—  5 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

~ 

— 

— 

5 

—  10 

1  s 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1  u 

15 

1  3 

—  20 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

20 

—  25 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

25 

—  35 

2 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

35 

—  45 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

45 

—  55 

2 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

55 

-  65 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

65  &  upward 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Totals 

5 

1 

4 

— 

8 

— 

— 

— 
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The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  new  cases  of  tuberculosis 
(respiratory  and  non-respiratory)  which  have  occurred  in  the  four  areas 
during  the  last  ten  years. 


Year 

Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmonary 

Totals 

1953 

52 

3 

55 

1954 

37 

8 

45 

1955 

43 

7 

50 

1956 

60 

7 

67 

1957 

44 

8 

52 

1958 

35 

3 

38 

1959 

25 

3 

28 

1960 

24 

1 

25 

1961 

30 

2 

32 

1962 

17 

1 

18 
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NEWBURY  BOROUGH 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

of  the 


Chief  Public  Health  Inspector 

for  the  year 
1962 
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STAFF 

Chief  Public  Health  Inspector: 

J.  HAGUE,  F.A.P.H.l. 

Qualifications: 

Certificate  of  Royal  Sanitary 
Institute  as  Sanitary  Inspector. 

Certificate  of  Royal  Sanitary 
Institute  as  Inspector  of  Meat  and 
Other  Food. 

Additional  Public  Health  Inspector.  G.  J.  WICKENS,  M.A.P.H.I. 

Qualifications:  Certificate  of  Royal  Sanitary 


Shorthand-Typist: 

Institute  and  Sanitary  Inspectors’ 
Joint  Board  as  Sanitary  Inspector. 

Certificate  of  Royal  Sanitary 
Institute  as  Inspector  of  Meat  and 
Other  Food. 

Mrs.  C.  A.  KINGHAM. 
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BOROUGH  OF  NEWBURY 


Report  of  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector 


HOUSING 

HOUSES  IN  CLEARANCE  AREAS  AND  UNFIT 
HOUSES  ELSEWHERE. 

Return  for  Year  1962. 

Al.  HOUSES  DEMOLISHED 


In  Clearance  Areas 

(Housing  Act,  1957) 

Houses 

Displaced 
during  year 

demolished 

Persons  Families 

(1)  Houses  unfit  for  human  habitation... 

— 

— .  — 

(2)  Houses  included  by  reason  of  bad 
arrangement,  etc. 

— 

-  - - 

(3)  Houses  on  land  acquired  under 
Section  43  (2),  Housing  Act,  1957 

— 

—  — 

Not  in  Clearance  Areas 

(4)  As  a  result  of  formal  or  informal 
procedure  under  Section  17(1), 
Housing  Act,  1957 

45 

104  33 

(5)  Local  Authority  owned  houses 
certified  unfit  by  the  M.O.H.  ... 

_ _ 

_  _ 

(6)  Houses  unfit  for  human  habitation 
where  action  has  been  taken 
under  local  Acts 

(7)  Unfit  houses  included  in  Unfitness 
Orders 

_ _ 

_  _ 

A.2  Number  of  dwellings  included 
above  which  were  previously 
reported  as  closed 

— • 

—  — 

B.  UNFIT  HOUSES  CLOSED 


Number 

(8) 

Under  Sections  16(4),  17(1),  and 

35(1),  Housing  Act,  1957  ...  5 

15 

5 

(9) 

Under  Section  17(3)  and  26,  Housing 

Act,  1957  . .  — 

— 

_ 

(10) 

Parts  of  buildings,  closed  under  Sec¬ 
tion  18,  Housing  Act,  1957  ...  — 

— 

— 

M 


C.  UNFIT  HOUSES  MADE  FIT  AND  HOUSES  IN  WHICH  DEFECTS 
WERE  REMEDIED 


(11) 

After  informal  action  by  local 
authority 

By  Owner 

18 

By  Local 
Authority 

(12) 

After 

formal  notice  under 

(a) 

Public  Health  Acts 

3 

(b) 

Sections  9  and  16,  Housing 
Act,  1957  . 

— 

-  - 

D.  UNFIT  HOUSES  IN  TEMPORARY  USE  (Housing  Act,  1957) 

Position  at  end  of  1962: — 


Number  of  separate 
Number  dwellings  contained 
of  Houses  in  column  (1) 

(14)  Retained  for  temporary  accommodation  (1)  (2) 

(a)  Under  Section  48  ...  ...  —  — 

(b)  Under  Section  17(2) 

(c)  Under  Section  46 

(15)  Licensed  for  temporary  occupation 

under  Sections  34  or  35  ... 


E.  PURCHASE  OF  HOUSES  BY  AGREEMENT 


Number  of  occupants 
Number  of  of  houses  in 
Houses  column  (1) 

(1)  (2) 

(16)  Houses  in  Clearance  Areas  other  than 
those  included  in  confirmed  Clear¬ 
ance  Orders  or  Compulsory 
Purchase  Orders,  purchased  in  the 
year  1962  .  —  — 


Housing  Act,  1957: 

Sub-Standard  Housing — Individual  Unfit  Houses. 

Demolition  Orders  were  made  in  respect  of  twenty-four  houses  during 
the  year,  and  undertakings  not  to  re-let  five  houses  for  human  habitation 
were  agreed. 

Forty-four  houses  were  demolished  during  the  year,  seven  were  closed 
and  not  re-let  for  human  habitation. 

Re-housing: 

Thirty-five  of  the  families  living  in  houses  which  were  the  subject  of 
action  under  Section  17(1)  were  re-housed  in  Corporation  houses  during  the 
year,  and  four  other  families  from  houses  similarly  dealt  with  found  their 
own  accommodation. 

At  the  year  end,  twenty-two  families  in  houses  which  had  been  dealt 
with  under  the  above  Section  remained  to  be  re-housed. 

The  table  following  shows  the  progress  made  with  the  elimination  of 
sub-standard  housing  since  the  end  of  1955  to  the  close  of  1962; 
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(1)  Total  number  of  houses  in  original  provisional  list  ...  522 

(2)  (a)  Houses  reported  to  Committee  as  unfit  for  human  habita¬ 

tion  and  not  capable  of  being  rendered  fit  at  a  reasonable 
cost  .  410 

(b)  Houses  at  present  receiving  consideration  by  the  Com¬ 
mittee  80 

(3)  Compulsory  Purchase  Areas: 

Houses  for  which  Compulsory  Purchase  Orders  have 
been  approved  by  Committee  .  23 

(4)  Demolition  Orders: 

Houses  in  respect  of  which  Demolition  Orders  have  been 
made  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  .  214 

Houses  actually  demolished  ...  ...  ...  ...  143 

Houses  vacated  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  203 

Houses  still  to  be  vacated  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  11 

(5)  Closing  Orders: 

Houses  in  respect  of  which  undertakings  to  close  have 

been  accepted  .  89 

Houses  vacated  and  closed  for  human  habitation  ...  78 

Houses  still  to  be  vacated  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  11 

Houses  where  Closing  Orders  agreed  but  houses  since 
demolished  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

(6)  Undertakings  to  Repair: 

Houses  where  undertakings  to  repair  have  been  accepted  4 
(Three  of  these  houses  since  converted  into  one) 

(7)  Road  Improvements: 

Houses  included  under  (1)  above  but  which  were  vacated 

for  road  improvement  prior  to  consideration  by  Committee  5 

(8)  Sub-Standard  Houses: 

Houses  still  to  be  considered  by  the  Housing  Committee  117 

Rent  Act,  1957: 


There  was  one  application  for  a  Certificate  of  Disrepair  and  this  was 
refused  by  the  Housing  Committee. 

Overcrowding: 

One  case  of  overcrowding  was  dealt  with  during  the  year,  the  family 
being  re-housed  in  a  Council  house. 


FOOD  SUPPLIES 

Number  of  visits  and  revisits  paid  to  food  premises  ...  ...  ...  825 

Detail  of  works  completed: 

Provision  of  wash-hand  basins  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Provision  of  constant  hot  water  to  wash-hand  basins  ...  ...  1 

Provision  of  sinks  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Provision  of  constant  hot  water  to  sinks  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Re-decoration  of  food  rooms  ...  ..,  ...  ...  ...  2 

Provision  of  locker  accommodation  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Miscellaneous  improvements,  e.g.,  covering  of  cutting-up  tables, 

walls,  etc.  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

14 
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Prosecution  of  the  vendor  and  of  the  suppliers  of  a  Bath  Chap  unfit  by 
reason  of  decomposition  was  undertaken  and  the  suppliers  ordered  to  pay 
the  costs  of  the  case. 

The  improvement  of  premises  at  which  food  is  prepared  and  stored 
continued  throughout  the  year.  With  the  new  modern  impervious  surfaces 
becoming  more  readily  available  improvements  are  more  readily  obtained 
than  was  possible  a  few  years  ago. 


Milk  and  Dairies: 

The  efficiency  of  the  heat  treatment  of  milk  has  reached  a  high 
standard,  and  samples  failing  when  subject  to  the  tests  mentioned  below  is 
more  of  an  exception  each  year. 


Bacteriological  examination  of  milk: 


Samples  procured  for 

Type  of 
Milk 

Total 

samples 

taken 

Satis¬ 

factory 

Unsatis¬ 
factory  Remarks 

1.  Methylene  Blue 

.  T.T. 

14 

14 

- - .  - 

Test 

.  Past 

18 

18 

—  — 

2.  Phosphatase  Test  .. 

.  Past 

18 

18 

— 

3.  Turbidity  Test 

.  Sterilised 

1 

1 

— 

Ten  series  of  bottles  taken  from  the  washer  at  the  only  pasteurising 
plant  in  the  district  were  submitted  to  examination  and  the  Bacteriologist’s 
report  showed  that  they  were  satisfactory. 

The  results  are  indicative  of  the  fact  that  the  plant  can  do  a  reasonable 
job,  for  it  is  only  when  the  bottle  has  been  grossly  mis-used  before  return 
that  the  plant  fails  to  provide  a  good  end-product. 


Samples  of  Cream: 

During  the  year  a  series  of  thirty-four  samples  of  pasteurised  cream 
were  taken  from  two  dairies  in  the  town.  In  five  instances  the  results  were 
not  completely  satisfactory,  but  follow-up  samples  showed  that  the  error 
which  occurred  in  plant  situate  within  another  authority’s  area  had  been 
satisfactorily  dealt  with. 


Manufacture,  storage  and  sale  of  Ice-Cream: 


Ninety-three  samples  of 
the  following  grades: 

Grade  I 

Grade  II 

Grade  III 

Grade  IV 


ice-cream  were  examined  and  were 

.  89  (97.0%) 

.  3  (2.25%) 

1  (0.75%) 

.  0 


placed  in 


The  general  standard  of  these  ice-cream  samples  continues  to  be  high, 
and  the  only  sample  which  was  classified  as  Grade  III  was  traced  to  human 
error.  Change  with  the  staflF  at  the  premises  from  which  the  Grade  III 
sample  was  taken  resulted  in  improvement,  succeeding  samples  were  placed 
in  Grade  I. 
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Inspection  of  Meat  and  Other  Foodstuffs  in  Shops,  etc.: 

WEIGHTS  OF  CANNED  AND  OTHER  FOODS  CONDEMNED 
AS  UNFIT  FOR  HUMAN  CONSUMPTION. 

Canned  ham  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  282  lbs. 

Fish  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  56  lbs. 

Tinned  food  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  596  lbs. 


Total  weight  condemned  =  8  cwts.  38  lbs. 


This  figure  dwindles  every  year,  and  illustrates  the  improved  marketing 
of  foodstuffs. 

Meat  Inspection: 

WEIGHTS  OF  CONDEMNED  MEAT  AND  OFFAL. 


Classification 

Tons 

Cwts. 

Lbs. 

(1) 

At  slaughterhouses 

.  27 

8 

77 

(2) 

On  retailers’  premises; 

(a)  Home  killed 

6 

20 

(b)  Imported 

— 

3 

10 

(3) 

Total  weight 

.  27 

17 

107 

The  continued  use  of  the  existing  slaughterhouses  with  a  through-put 
far  above  the  original  planned  capacity  resulted  in  the  continuance  of 
difficulties  previously  recorded. 

Work  has  begun  on  the  new  abattoir  which  will  be  run  by  the  Joint 
Slaughterhouses  Board — of  which  this  authority  is  a  member — and  a  scheme 
which  has  been  on  the  drawing-board  for  over  twenty-five  years  is  at  last 
taking  practical  form. 


Cattle 

excluding 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Totals 

Number  slaughtered 

2,659 

3,058 

1,463 

15,200 

26,374 

48,754 

Number  inspected  . 

2,659 

3,058 

1,463 

15,200 

26,374 

48,754 

All  diseases  except 
Tuberculosis  and 

Cysticerci 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

1 

9 

27 

18 

163 

218 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

500 

1,040 

3 

810 

2,836 

5,189 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspeeted  affected  with 
diseases  other  than  Tuber¬ 
culosis 

18.8 

34.3 

2.0 

5.4 

11.4 
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Tuberculosis  only: 

Cattle 

excluding 

Cows  Cows  Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Totals 

Whole  carcase  condemned 

—  —  _ 

— 

14 

14 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

—  _  _ — 

— - 

311 

311 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
Tuberculosis 

—  —  — 

— 

1.2 

Cysticercosis: 

Carcase  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

1 

— 

1 

Carcases  submitted  to  treat¬ 
ment  by  refrigeration 

1  __  _ 

— 

— 

1 

Generalised  and  totally  con¬ 
demned 

MISCELLANEOUS 


Water  Supplies: 

With  the  exception  of  three  domestic  premises,  the  Borough  is  entirely 
supplied  with  water  from  the  mains  of  the  Thames  Valley  Water  Board.  As 
to  the  three  houses  mentioned  the  issue  of  a  Demolition  Order  is  contem¬ 
plated  in  one  case,  in  another,  the  property  is  up  for  sale  and  will  be 
connected  to  the  mains  supply  when  the  change  in  ownership  is  completed. 


FACTORIES,  WORKPLACES,  SHOPS,  ETC. 

With  the  co-operation  of  the  Borough  Surveyor's  Department  the 
inspection  of  properties  for  new  and  alterations  to  existing  premises  con¬ 
tinued.  In  several  cases  owners  and/or  their  Architects  have  been  advised 
of  legislative  requirements  affecting  the  properties  under  review  and  each 
side  has  benefited  from  this  arrangement. 
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FACTORIES  ACTS,  1937  &  1948 


Part  I  of  the  Act. 


1.- 

-INSPECTIONS  for  purposes  of  provision  as 
inspections  made  by  Public  Health  Inspectors). 

to  health 

(including 

Premises 

Number 

on 

Register 

Inspections 

Number  of 
Written 
Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

(i) 

Factories  in  which  Sections 
1,  2,  3,  4  and  6  are  to  be 
enforced  by  Local  Auth¬ 
orities 

79 

97 

(ii) 

Factories  not  included  in 
(i)  in  which  Section  7  is 
enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority 

161 

371 

(iii)  Other  premises  in  which 
Section  7  is  enforced  by 
the  Local  Authority  ex¬ 
cluding  outworkers’  pre¬ 
mises) 

3 

7 

TOTAL  ... 

243 

475 

— 

— 

2.— CASES  IN  WHICH  DEFECTS  WERE  FOUND: 


Number  of 

Number  of  cases  in  which  cases  in 

defects  were  found  which 


Notified  prosecutions 

To  H.M.  By  H.M.  were 

Particulars  Found  Remedied  Inspector  Inspector  instituted 


(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

(6) 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.l) 

12 

12 

— - 

2 

- — 

Overcrowding  (S.l)  . 

• — 

— 

— • 

— 

— 

Unreasonable  temperature 

(S.3)  . 

— 

— 

— 

— • 

— . 

Inadequate  ventilation  (S.4) 

— 

— ■ 

— 

— 

— 

Ineffective  drainage  of 

floors  (S.6) 

— _ 

— 

— 

— 

- — 

Sanitary  Conveniences  (S.7): 

(a)  Insufficient 

— 

- — 

— 

— 

— 

(b)  Unsuitable  or  defective 

12 

12 

— 

Jmmi 

— - 

(c)  Not  separate  for  sexes 

— 

--- 

— 

— 

— 

Other  offences  against  the 

Acts  (not  including 

offences  relating  to  Out- 

work) 

- — 

— 

— 

— 

- - 

TOTAL  ... 

24 

24 

— 

4 

— 

23 


PEST  INFESTATION  CONTROL  AND  DISINFECTION 


Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949. 


Return  of  work  by  Rodent  Operators. 


Local 

Authority 


TYPE  OF  PROPERTY 

All  other 
(including 

Dwelling  Agri-  Business  & 

houses  cultural  Industrial) 


Total 


1.  Total  number  of  proper¬ 

ties  in  Local  Authority’s 
district  ...  ...  21 

2.  Number  of  properties 

inspected  by  Local 
Authority  during  1962 

as  a  result 

(a)  of  notification  ...  (a)  4 

i' 

or  (b)  otherwise  ...  (b)  20 

3.  Number  of  properties  Major 

(under  2)  found  to  1 

be  infested  by  rate  Minor 

23 

4.  Number  of  properties 

(under  2)  found  to  be 
seriously  infested  by 

mice  ...  ...  ...  — 

5.  Number  of  infested 

properties  (under  3  and 
4)  treated  by  the  Local 
Authority  ...  ...  24 

6.  Number  of  notices 

served  under  section  4: 

(1)  Treatment  ...  — ■ 

(2)  Structural  works 

(i.e.,  Proofing)  — 

7.  Number  of  cases  in 
which  default  action  was 
taken  by  Local  Authority 
following  issue  of  notice 
under  Section  4 

8.  Legal  Proceedings  ...  — 

9.  Number  of  sewer  man¬ 
holes.  etc.,  inspected  ...  63 


6,410  6  1,313  7,750 


147  1  47  199 

150  8  17  195 

260  7  43  333 

30  —  16  46 

290  7  59  280 


10.  Number  of  “block”  control  schemes  carried  out  =  17. 
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Rodent  Control: 

The  number  of  agricultural,  horticultural  and  business  properties  which 
were  under  control  to  the  Joint  Rodent  Control  Committee  decreased 
slightly  during  the  year.  At  the  end  of  1962  the  figures  were: — 

Newbury  Borough  ...  ...  9 

Newbury  Rural  District  ...  43 

Hungerford  Rural  District  ...  29 

A  total  of  eighty-one. 


Wasps’  Nests: 

During  1962  a  total  of  thirty-six  visits  were  made  by  the  rodent  oper¬ 
ators  for  the  purpose  of  destroying  wasps’  nests  on  domestic  and  business 
premises.  These  were  made  up  as  follows; — 

Newbury  Borough  .  22 

Newbury  Rural  District  ...  9 

Hungerford  Rural  District  ...  5 

which  figures  show  a  fifty  per  cent,  decrease  in  the  number  so  treated 
during  1961. 
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BRADFIELD  RURAL  DISTRICT 


Report  of  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector 


Water  Supplies: 

The  major  task  under  this  heading  has  been  the  connection  of  proper¬ 
ties  on  the  Purley  Park  River  Estate  to  the  Main.  One  hundred  and  thirty- 
one  “Notices  to  Connect”  have  been  served  and  at  the  end  of  the  year  only 
about  thirty  properties  remained  without  Mains  water. 

In  addition  to  new  estate  mains  4in.  Mains  have  been  laid  to  serve 
existing  dwellings  as  follows: — 

Wickens  Corner,  Beenham  ...  7  houses 

Raghill,  Aldermaston  ...  ...  19  houses 

Wigmore  Lane,  Theale  ...  ...  16  houses 

Approval  has  been  given  to  the  laying  of  a  new  Main  to  serve  twenty- 
three  houses  in  the  Burghfield  Bridge  Area,  Burghfield. 

Trouble  with  insufficient  mains  pressure  was  experienced  fairly  generally 
during  the  long  dry  spell  in  the  summer,  especially  in  the  Bucklebury  and 
Burghfield  Common  areas.  The  Thames  Valley  Water  Board  have  works  in 
hand  to  improve  the  situation  in  the  Bucklebury  area  and  are  proposing  to 
erect  a  new  water  tower  at  Mortimer  which  will  provide  higher  pressure 
for  the  Mortimer  and  Burghfield  Common  areas. 

One  hundred  and  two  samples  were  taken  from  private  supplies  for 
bacteriological  sampling  during  the  year  and  thirty-nine  of  these,  represent¬ 
ing  twenty  different  supplies,  proved  to  be  unsatisfactory.  The  position 
regarding  these  is  as  follows: — 

(i)  Ten  wells  were  at  properties  which  are  now  served  by  the  new 
mains  mentioned  above. 

(ii)  Three  new  wells  have  been  sunk  which  give  good  supplies,  and 
the  polluted  wells  closed. 

(iii)  Three  supplies  are  to  be  chlorinated. 

(iv)  One  polluted  estate  supply  is  being  investigated  by  a  firm  of 
water  engineers  to  find  the  source  of  pollution;  and  action  is  still 
pending  in  the  remaining  three  cases. 

Table  showing  the  Estimated  Position  with  regard  to  Water  Supplies: 


Total 

Houses  Pop. 

Main  Water 
in  House 

Houses  Pop. 

Main 

Standpipe 

Houses  Pop. 

No  Mains 

Houses  Pop. 

Aldermaston 

515 

2047 

492 

1982 

2 

6 

19 

59 

Ashampstead 

129 

385 

114 

346 

6 

16 

9 

23 

Basildon 

348 

1048 

342 

1031 

2 

4 

4 

13 

Beech  Hill 

88 

297 

80 

275 

2 

5 

6 

17 

Beenham 

229 

729 

212 

674 

1 

3 

16 

52 

Bradfield 

417 

1504 

384 

1397 

8 

25 

25 

82 

Bucklebury 

714 

2356 

671 

2212 

10 

32 

33 

112 

Burghfield 

766 

2528 

701 

2322 

4 

14 

61 

192 

Englefield 

69 

232 

— 

— 

— 

— 

69 

232 

Frilsham 

lOl 

315 

84 

263 

— 

— 

17 

52 

Grazeley 

6 

18 

4 

12 

— 

— 

2 

6 

Padworth 

154 

436 

117 

314 

■ — ■ 

— 

37 

122 

Pangbourne 

646 

2195 

618 

27 

2104 

28 

91 

Total 

Houses  Pop. 

Main  Water 
in  House 

Houses  Pop. 

Main 

Standpipe 

Houses  Pop. 

No  Mains 

Houses  Pop. 

Purley 

687 

1932 

638 

1792 

4  10 

45 

130 

Stan.  Dingley 

53 

130 

45 

108 

—  — 

8 

22 

Mortimer 

757 

2348 

727 

2245 

—  — 

30 

103 

Streatley 

284 

861 

266 

804 

—  — 

18 

57 

Sulham 

31 

96 

— 

— 

—  — 

31 

96 

Sulhamstead 

469 

1429 

449 

1367 

_ —  — 

20 

62 

Sul.  Bannister 

30 

105 

25 

89 

—  — 

5 

16 

Theale 

561 

1708 

544 

1649 

—  — 

17 

59 

Tidmarsh 

81 

260 

71 

227 

—  — 

10 

33 

Tilehurst 

1860 

6561 

1858 

6553 

2  8 

— 

— 

Ufton 

70 

223 

34 

no 

- —  — 

36 

113 

Wokefield 

27 

120 

23 

108 

- —  — 

4 

12 

Yattendon 

90 

317 

87 

304 

—  — 

3 

9 

TOTALS 

9182 

30180 

8588 

93.5 

28292 

41  123 

0.5 

553 

6% 

1765 

Sewage  Disposal: 


The  following  table  shows  the  position  with  regard  to  sewerage  facilities 
throughout  the  district: — 


No.  of 

Sewer 

Sewer 

No 

Parish 

Houses 

Available 

Connected 

Sewer 

*Aldermaston 

515 

387 

387 

128 

Ashampstead 

129 

63 

62 

66 

Basildon 

348 

101 

94 

247 

Beech  Hill 

88 

— 

— 

88 

Beenham 

229 

89 

86 

140 

Bradfield 

417 

165 

136 

252 

Bucklebury 

714 

242 

216 

465 

Burghfield 

766 

294 

285 

472 

Englefield 

69 

— 

— 

69 

Frilsham 

101 

25 

25 

76 

Grazeley 

6 

— 

— 

6 

Padworth 

154 

— 

— 

154 

Pangbourne 

646 

559 

551 

87 

Purley 

687 

143 

143 

544 

Stanford  Dingley 

53 

— 

— 

53 

Mortimer 

757 

630 

614 

127 

Streatley 

284 

125 

121 

159 

Sulham 

31 

— 

— 

31 

Sulhamstead 

469 

280 

280 

189 

Sul.  Bannister 

30 

— 

30 

Theale 

561 

489 

488 

72 

Tidmarsh 

81 

— 

— 

81 

*Tilehurst 

1,860 

1,756 

1,742 

104 

Ufton 

70 

— 

- — 

70 

Wokefield 

27 

4 

4 

23 

Yattendon 

90 

37 

37 

53 

TOTALS 

9,182 

5,389 

5,284 

3,793 

59% 

41% 

*  Aldermaston:  282  houses  drain  to  Kingsclere  and  Whitchurch  R.D. 


*  Tilehurst:  721  houses  drain  to  Reading  County  Borough. 
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Once  again  it  has  to  be  reported  that  Site  Works  on  the  Purley,  Buckle- 
bury  and  Bradfield  Schemes  have  not  started.  The  “preliminary  paperwork” 
is  now  practically  complete  and  Tenders  for  these  Schemes  will  be  invited 
shortly. 

The  Beenham  Scheme  has  again  been  delayed;  this  time  due  to  a  change 
in  planning  policy.  Details  have  been  prepared  which  allowed  for  a  sub¬ 
stantial  amount  for  housing  development.  This  development  will  not  now 
be  permitted  so  a  revised  Scheme  is  to  be  prepared  solely  to  serve  the  exist¬ 
ing  development.  Beenham  is  one  of  the  villages  in  the  Rural  District  which 
urgently  needs  this  Sewerage  Scheme. 

Residents  at  Impstone  Plantation,  Aldermaston  have  long  been  asking 
for  a  Sewerage  System.  The  consultations  have  now  taken  place  between 
this  Council  and  the  neighbouring  Rural  Districts  of  Basingstoke,  Kingsclere 
and  Whitchurch,  into  whose  areas  the  drainage  will  be  taken.  A  scheme 
is  at  present  being  prepared  by  Consulting  Engineers. 

Authorisation  is  still  awaited  from  the  Ministry  to  start  work  on  the 
Tilehurst  Relief  Sewer.  This  authorisation  is  expected  shortly  and  it  is 
hoped  that  the  work  will  be  completed  in  1963. 

The  third  phase  of  the  Bucklebury  Common  sewerage  scheme  will  be 
carried  out  during  the  coming  year.  This  will  see  the  completion  of  a 
scheme  which  was  first  proposed  in  1948,  and  which,  for  various  reasons, 
has  had  to  be  carried  out  in  stages. 


Food: 


(a)  Food  Hygiene  Regulations: 

There  are  at  present  211  food  premises  (excluding  County  School 
kitchens)  in  the  district,  in  the  following  categories: — 

Catering  Eestblishments: 

Cafes  and  Restaurants  ...  ...  ...  ...  23 


Licensed  Premises 
Works  Canteens 
Institutes,  Clubs,  etc. 
Butchers 
Bakeries 

Grocers /General 
Greengrocers 
Confectioners 
Others 


48 

11 

15 

11 

8 

75 

7 

9 

4 


211 


It  has  not  been  necessary  to  take  statutory  action  under  the  regulations, 
but  informal  action  has  resulted  in  improvements  to  seventeen  premises,  and 
work  is  in  hand  at  a  further  four  premises. 

Ten  new  food  shops  were  opened  during  the  year,  including: — 

2  cafes 
4  grocers 
1  off-licence 

1  sugar  confectioner  and 

2  butchers 
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(b)  Registrations: 

Twelve  premises  were  registered  for  the  sale  of  ice-cream  and  one 
shop  was  registered  as  a  dairy. 

(c)  Slaughterhouses  Act,  1958; 

One  slaughterhouse  licence  was  renewed  during  the  year,  after  works 
of  improvement  had  been  carried  out. 

One  other  application  for  a  slaughterhouse  licence  in  respect  of  new 
premises  was  received,  but  this  was  later  withdrawn. 

(d)  (i)  Condemnation  of  Meat  and  other  Food  in  Shops 

Meat  (a)  Home  killed  188  lbs. 

(b)  Imported  — 

(c)  Canned  15  lbs. 

In  addition  the  total  contents  of  a  deep  freeze  cabinet  were  condemned 
following  a  breakdown  of  the  refrigeration  unit. 


(ii)  Meat  Inspection  at  the  Slaughterhouse: 
Condemnations: 


Total 

Whole 

Part  Carcase 

Percentage 

Throughput 

Carcase 

or  Organ 

of  Inspection 

Lambs 

339 

— 

15 

100% 

No  other  class 

of  animal  was 

slaughtered. 

HOUSING: 

Circular  No.  42/62  from  the  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local  Govern¬ 
ment  advocates  an  all  out  attack  on  house  improvements  and  states  that  in 
cases  where  owners  will  not  voluntarily  improve  their  houses,  and  especially 
where  other  houses  around  have  been  improved,  the  Minister  will  consider 
the  use  of  compulsory  powers. 

This  is  part-way  towards  recommendations  made  by  various  bodies 
connected  with  Local  Government  during  the  past  two  years.  The  com¬ 
pulsory  power  is  still  obviously  only  going  to  be  used  as  a  last  resort  (after 
persuasive  methods  have  failed),  but  even  so.  it  is  a  step  in  the  right  direc¬ 
tion.  It  seems  strange  though  that  a  Local  Authority  has  power  to  require 
a  higher  standard  of  sanitary  facilities  for  a  caravan  than  it  has  for  a 
permanent  dwelling. 

A  house  to  house  survey  has  been  commenced  in  the  Bradfield  Rural 
District  to  ascertain  the  number  of  houses  capable  of,  and  in  need  of, 
improvement.  The  Ministry  have  asked  that  interim  reports  be  supplied  as 
the  survey  continues. 

The  grant  “table”  for  1962  is  as  follows: — 


Standard 

Discretionary 

Owner/Occupied 

12 

40 

Tenanted 

4 

14 

Total 

16 

54 

Since  the  Improvement  Grant  Scheme  has  been  in  operation  634 
Discretionary  and  64  Standard  Grants  have  been  authorised. 
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HOUSING  TABLE. 
Number  of  dwellings  built: 


(a)  by  local  authority 

(b)  by  private  enterprise 


513 
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Inspections  of  dwellings  during  year: 

1.  (a)  Total  number  of  dwellings  inspected  for  housing  defects  474 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  for  this  purpose  ...  ...  ...  533 

2.  Number  of  dwellings  found  to  be  unfit  for  habitation  and  not 

capable  of  repair  at  reasonable  cost  ...  ...  ...  ...  33 

3.  Number  of  dwellings  found  to  be  unfit,  but  capable  of  repair 

at  reasonable  cost  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  49 


Remedy  of  defects  during  year: 

4.  Number  of  dwelling  rendered  fit  in  consequence  of  informal 

action  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  97 

5.  Number  of  dwellings  rendered  fit  by  statutory  action  ...  8 

6.  Number  of  dwellings  in  respect  of  which  Demolition  Orders 

Orders  were  made  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  13 

7.  Number  of  dwellings  demolished  in  pursuance  of  Demolition 

Orders  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  19 

8.  Number  of  dwellinghouses  included  in  Clearance  Orders  made 

by  the  Local  Authority  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

9.  Number  of  dwellings  included  in  Clearance  Orders  confirmed 

by  the  Minister  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

10.  Number  of  dwellings  demolished  in  pursuance  of  Clearance 

Orders  .  Nil 


Caravans: 

Works  of  improvement  are  in  hand  at  Ravenswing  and  Pinelands  sites, 
Aldermaston.  The  work  at  Ravenswing  was  delayed  for  some  time  because 
of  difficulty  in  obtaining  mains  water  supply,  but  since  this  has  been  installed 
the  work  has  progressed  well. 

A  site  of  twenty  caravans  at  Purley  has  been  sold  for  building  develop¬ 
ment,  but  the  caravans  have  not,  as  yet,  been  asked  to  move. 

The  Council’s  proposal  for  a  site  at  Purley  has  been  delayed.  The 
original  site  chosen  did  not  receive  approval  under  the  Planning  Acts,  and 
negotiations  are  now  under  way  for  another  small  field  nearby.  It  is  under¬ 
stood  that  Planning  Permission  will  be  forthcoming  in  this  instance. 

The  total  number  of  licensed  caravans  in  the  District  at  the  end  of  the 
year  was  as  follows: — 


(a)  Individually  licensed 

(b)  Multiple  Sites 


67 

455 
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Disinfection  and  Disinfestation 
Rodent  Control: 

The  following  table  shows  the  work  carried  out  by  the  Rodent  Control 
Staff:— 


Business 

Dwelling  and  Agri- 

L.A.  Houses  Industrial  Total  cultural 


1.  No.  of  Properties 
Inspected  as  a  result 
of 

(a)  Notification 

141 

22 

163 

6 

(b)  Survey  under  the 
Act  . 

33 

3,769 

331 

4,133 

201 

(c)  Otherwise 

— 

111 

41 

152 

3 

2.  Total  of  inspections 
carried  out  (includes 
re-inspection) 

120 

4,632 

445 

5,197 

261 

3.  No.  of  properties 
found  to  be  infested 
by:— 

(a)  Rat  (Major)  ... 

5 

21 

8 

34 

14 

(Minor)  ... 

17 

372 

25 

414 

37 

(b)  Mice  (Major)  ... 

1 

48 

20 

69 

6 

(Minor)  ... 

— 

17 

— 

17 

— 

4.  No.  of  infested  pro¬ 
perties  treated  by 
Local  Authority 

23 

419 

32 

474 

5.  Total  treatments  car¬ 
ried  out: —  includes 
re-treatments 

28 

611 

40 

679 

6.  Number  of  Notices 
served  under  Section 

4  of  the  Act: 

(a)  Treatment 

(b)  Structural  Work 

— 

— 

10 

10 

— 

7.  No.  of  ‘Block’  Con¬ 
trol  Schemes  carried 
out  . 

6 

29 

8 

43 

9 

Refuse  Collection: 

A  new  controlled  tip  was  opened  at  Calcot  during  the  year.  It  is  in  a 
worked  out  sand  pit,  and  has  sufficient  capacity  for  three  or  four  years 
tipping.  The  pit  had  previously  been  used  as  an  uncontrolled  tip  by  a  local 
firm. 

The  Council  have  included  in  their  1963  Housing  Programme  some 
blocks  of  flats  on  a  new  estate  at  Burghfield.  It  is  proposed  to  instal  the 
paper  sack  method  of  refuse  collection  in  those  flats. 

Concern  has  been  felt  at  the  growing  menace  of  the  “  dumper,”  and 
some  stretches  of  roadside  waste  and  woodlands  have  become  uncontrolled 
refuse  tips.  In  order  to  combat  this,  the  Council  have  circulated  to  all  rate¬ 
payers  an  offer  to  remove  any  refuse  over  and  above  that  normally  collected. 
This  caused  a  lot  of  extra  work  but  it  is  hoped  that  the  resultant  gain  to  the 
countryside  will  more  than  compensate  for  this. 
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FACTORIES  ACT,  1961. 

1. — INSPECTIONS  for  purposes  of  provision  as  to  health  (including 
inspections  made  by  Public  Health  Inspector). 


Premises 

(1) 

Number 

on 

Register 

(2) 

Inspections 

(3) 

Number  of 
Written 
Notices 
(4) 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(5) 

1.  Factories  in  which  section 
1,  2,  3,  4  and  6  are  to  be 
enforced  by  Local  Auth¬ 
orities  . 

5 

23 

1 

Nil 

2.  Factories  not  included  in 
(1)  in  which  Section  7  is 
enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority  . 

81 

72 

3.  Other  premises  in  which 
Section  7  is  enforced  by 
the  Local  Authority  (ex¬ 
cluding  out-workers’  pre¬ 
mises)  . 

3 

5 

TOTAL 

89 

100 

1 

Nil 

2.— CASES  IN  WHICH  DEFECTS  WERE  FOUND. 

(If  defects  are  discovered  at  the  premises  on  two,  three  or  more  separ¬ 
ate  occasions  they  should  be  reckoned  as  two,  three  or  more  “cases”). 


Particulars 

(1) 

Found 

(2) 

Number  of  cases  in  which 
defects  were  found 

Referred 

To  H.M.  By  H.M. 

Remedied  Ins])ector  Insjjector 

(3)  (4)  (5) 

Number  of 
cases  in 
which 

prosecutions 

were 

instituted 

(6) 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.l) 

2 

2 

—  — 

— 

Overcrowding  (S.2)  . 

— 

— 

—  — 

— 

Unreasonable  temperature 

(S.3)  . 

■ — - 

— 

■ —  — 

— 

Inadequate  ventilation  (S.4) 

— - 

— 

—  — 

— 

Ineffective  drainage  of 

floors  (S.6)  . 

I 

1 

—  — . 

— • 

Sanitary  Conveniences  (S.7): 

(a)  Insufficient  . 

— 

— - 

—  — 

— 

(b)  Unsuitable  or  defective 

— 

— 

—  — 

— 

(c)  not  separate  for  sexes 

— 

— 

—  — 

— 

Other  offences  against  the 
Act  (not  including 
offences  relating  to  Out¬ 
work)  . 


Total  ...  3  3 
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Outwork: 


SECTION  133 

SECTION  134 

No.  of 

out-workcrs 

No.  of 

No.  of 

No.  of 

in  August 

cases  of 

prosecu¬ 

instances 

list 

default 

tions  for 

of  work  in 

required 

in  sending 

failure 

unwhole¬ 

by  Section 

lists  to 

to  supply 

some 

Notices 

Prose¬ 

Nature  of  Work 

133  (i)  (c) 

the  Council 

lists 

premises 

served 

cutions 

(I) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

(6) 

(7) 

Wearing  Apparel: 
Making,  etc.. 
Cleaning  and 
washing  ...  5 

Carding,  etc.,  of 
buttons,  etc.  ...  3 
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HUNGERFORD  RURAL  DISTRICT 


Report  of  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector 


It  was  expected  that  Regulations  would  be  made  under  the  Offices  Act 
so  that  action  could  be  taken  to  improve  office  accommodation  generally. 
However,  these  regulations  have  not  been  made  and  action  must  be  delayed 
until  the  appropriate  time. 

The  past  year  has  brought  one  fact  to  our  notice,  that  household  refuse 
is  changing  in  its  composition,  in  previous  years  the  refuse  has  consisted  of 
a  solid  content  but  the  bulk  has  increased  by  up  to  40%  although  the  weight 
collected  may  have  been  less.  The  Council  can  be  satisfied  with  the  results 
by  their  policy  to  collect  “refuse”  in  the  shape  of  bedsteads,  bicycle  frames, 
etc.,  during  normal  collections,  as  there  are  very  few  signs  of  such  articles 
being  “dumped”  in  wayside  ditches  and  hedgerows  as  litter.  But  it  must  be 
emphasised  that  both  these  points  have  provided  difficulties  in  the  overall 
scheme  of  collection,  as  it  stands  at  present. 

Summary  of  No.  of  Visits  Made  During  the  Year: 


No.  of  visits  under  Housing  Acts  ...  .  .  .  811 

No.  of  visits  under  Public  Health  Acts  ...  ...  ...  640 

No.  of  visits  under  Petroleum  Regulations  ...  ...  ...  119 

No.  of  visits  made  to  Food  Premises  ...  ...  476 

No.  of  visits  under  Factories  Acts  ...  .  92 


Water  Supplies: 


Piped  supplies  are  available  throughout  the  district  as  under:  - 


Parish: 

Combe  and  West  Woodhay  ... 

Kintbury  (Elcot)  . 

Inkpen 

Hungerford 

Hungerford  Newtown 

Leverton  Village  . 

Lambourn  (inc.  Upper  Lamboum  and 
Eastbury) 

Shefford 

Lambourn  Woodlands 


Supply  Authority: 

Private  piped  estate  supply. 
Private  piped  estate  supply. 
Thames  Valley  Water  Board. 
Thames  Valley  Water  Board. 
Thames  Valley  Water  Board. 
Private  piped  estate  supply. 

Thames  Valley  Water  Board. 
Thames  Valley  Water  Board. 
Thames  Valley  Water  Board. 


The  majority  of  the  dwellings  which  have  a  main  supply  within  a 
reasonable  distance  have  now  been  connected,  but  action  is  being  taken 
to  provide  the  remainder  with  a  suitable  supply. 
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Table  showing  the  estimated 
Water  Supplies: — 

position 

with  regard 

to  Main  and 

other 

TOTAL 

Parish  Houses  Pop. 

Main  water 
in  houses 

No 

mains 

Combe  and  West  Woodhay 

56 

168 

56 

— 

East  Garston 

148 

577 

1 17 

31 

Inkpen 

260 

962 

210 

50 

Kintbury 

633 

2532 

469 

164 

Lambourn  l.L.A. 

646 

2390 

646 

— 

Lambourn  O.L.A. 

230 

759 

210 

20 

Hungerford 

922 

2766 

922 

— 

East  Shefford 

27 

90 

24 

3 

West  Shefford 

171 

701 

144 

27 

Samples:  Satisfactory  Unsatisfactory 

Samples  taken  from  Public  Supplies  ...  ...  3  0 

Samples  taken  from  Private  Supplies  ...  ...  4  11 

Sewerage: 

Sewers  and  sewage  disposal  plants  are  provided  and  maintained  in  the 
following  parishes: — 

Hungerford 

Lambourn  and  Eastbury  I 

East  Garston  /  Combined  gravity  and  pumping  scheme. 

ShelTord  I 

Kintbury 

Another  year  has  passed  without  any  work  being  commenced  on  the 
improvements  to  the  Hungerford  Seheme.  but  progress  is  being  made  in  the 
details  of  the  scheme  and  jt  is  hoped  that  work  will  commence  in  1963. 

Both  the  Lambourn  Valley  and  Kintbury  schemes  continue  to  give 
little  trouble. 

New  development,  Eolly  Road,  Inkpen — although  doubt  was  expressed 
as  to  the  efficiency  of  the  improved  effluent  drainage  which  had  been  carried 
out  during  the  previous  year,  no  eomplaints  have  been  received. 


The  following  table  shows  the  position  with  regard  to  sewage  facilities 
throughout  the  district: — 


Parish 

No.  of 
Houses 

Sewer 

Available 

Sewer 

Connected 

No 

Sewer 

Pail 

Combe  &  West 

Woodhay  56 

— 

— 

51 

5 

East  Garston 

. 148 

98 

98 

50 

— 

Inkpen 

. 260 

— 

— 

260 

— 

Kintbury 

. 633 

375 

375 

258 

— 

Lambourn  l.L.A 

...  646 

587 

587 

59 

— 

Lambourn  O.L.A.  ...  230 

- 

— - 

224 

6 

Hungerford 

. 922 

769 

769 

153 

— 

East  Shefford 

.  27 

— 

— 

27 

— 

West  Shefford 

. 171 

119 

119 

52 

— 
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Refuse  CoUection  and  Disposal: 

Since  the  inception  of  the  weekly  collection  system,  a  substantial  num¬ 
ber  of  new  premises  have  been  completed  and  occupied.  It  will  become 
very  necessary  to  consider  some  variation  in  the  existing  system  during  the 
present  year.  It  has  previously  been  stated  that  the  type  of  household 
refuse  has  undergone  a  considerable  change  and  this  must  be  borne  in  mind 
when  serious  thought  is  given  to  the  replacement  of  the  12yds.  side  loading 
vehicle  which  has  been  in  use  for  over  10  years. 

Bin  Hire  Scheme: 

This  scheme  has  lost  some  of  its  initial  impetus  and  it  appears  now  that 
some  further  action  must  be  taken  by  the  department  in  an  endeavour  to 
standardize  the  type  of  refuse  receptacles  to  be  used. 

Consideration  is  being  given  to  the  provision  of  a  smaller  type  of  bin 
for  use  by  older  persons. 

The  paper  sack  scheme  has  also  been  considered  and  it  is  hoped  that  a 
small  scheme  will  be  operated  when  a  suitable  opportunity  arises. 


Rodent  Control: 

The  Joint  Scheme  continues  to  operate  satisfactorily  and  no  serious 
infestations  were  apparent.  It  was  not  found  necessary  to  employ  an 
additional  operator  as  in  the  previous  year. 

Treatments  were  carried  out  in  all  farms  where  contracts  were  in  being, 
but  some  agricultural  premises  still  not  treated  by  the  Local  Authority 
operators  or  any  private  firm  and  it  seems  doubtful  that  efficient  rodent 
control  is  being  carried  out. 

The  following  table  shows  the  work  carried  out  by  the  Rodent  Opera¬ 
tives  under  the  Joint  Committee  Scheme.  The  number  of  “Block”  control 
schemes  carried  out  totalled  9,  and  mains  sewers  were  test  baited  with  only 
3  positive  results.  These  positive  results  will  be  checked  again  and  it  is 
hoped  that  a  negative  result  will  be  found. 

Rodent  control  on  the  three  refuse  disposal  sites  used  by  the  Council 
appeared  to  be  reasonably  effective  as  no  serious  infestations  were  found. 
It  IS  a  fact  that  regular  routine  treatments  must  be  carried  out  on  any  such 
sites  to  prevent  the  rodent  population  thriving  in  what  could  be  ideal 
conditions. 


Local  Dwell-  Total 

Auth-  ing  Business  of  Col.  Agri- 

ority  Houses  Premises  1,2,3  cultural 


1.  Number  of  properties  in- 
Local  Authority’s  District  30 

2.  Number  of  properties  in¬ 

spected  as  a  result  of 
notification  ...  ...  2 

Number  of  such  proper¬ 
ties  found  to  be  infested 
by:— 

Common  rat  Major  — 

Minor  2 

House  mouse  Major 

Minor 


2748 

86 


82 


4 


467  3245  345 

20  108  20 

—  —  7 

12  96  13 

2  6  — 


37 


Local  Dwell- 

Total 

Auth 

ing 

Business 

of  Col. 

Agri- 

ority 

Houses 

Premises 

1,2,  3 

cultural 

3.  Number  of  properties  in- 

spected  in  the  course  of 
survey  under  the  Act  ... 

13 

66 

12 

91 

43 

Number  of  such  proper¬ 
ties  found  to  be  infested 

by:- 

Common  rat  Major 

9 

Minor 

— 

25 

4 

68 

27 

House  mouse  Major 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Minor 

2 

— 

2 

1 

4.  Number  of  properties 

otherwise  inspected 

Number  of  such  proper¬ 
ties  found  to  be  infested 

30 

1471 

1269 

2770 

169 

by: — 

Common  rat  Major 

2 

Minor 

3 

43 

2 

48 

12 

5.  Inspections  carried  out — 

including  re-inspections  .. 

74 

152 

32 

258 

153 

6.  Number  of  infested  pro- 

perties  treated  by  the  L.A. 

15 

140 

16 

171 

57 

7.  Total  treatments  carried 

out,  including  re-treatments 

39 

150 

18 

207 

140 

Factories  and  Workplaces: 

Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions  as 

to  health. 

Number 

—  Number  of - 

on 

Written 

Occupiers 

Premises 

Register  Inspections  Notices 

Prosecuted 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

1.  Factories  in  which  Sections 

1,  2,  3,  4  and  6  are  to  be 
enforced  by  Local  Auth¬ 
orities 

12 

41 

_ 

___ 

2.  Factories  not  included  in 

(i)  in  which  Section  7  is 
enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority 

40 

51 

3.  Other  premises  in  which 

Section  7  is  enforced  by 
the  Local  Authority  (ex¬ 
cluding  out-workers’  pre¬ 
mises) 

_ 

_ _ _ 

_ 

TOTAL 

52 

92 

— 

— 
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FOOD  AND  DRUGS. 

Milk  and  Dairies: 

Routine  sampling  of  milk  for  bacteriological  examination  continued 
as  before. 


— Tested  and  found  satisfactory — 

No.  of  Methylene  Phospha-  Turbidity  Unsatis- 


Samples 

Blue  Test 

tase  Test 

Test 

factory 

T.T . 

3 

3 

N/A 

N/A 

- — 

T.T.  (Past.) 

20 

20 

20 

N/A 

..... 

Pasteurised 

8 

8 

8 

N/A 

— 

Sterilised 

3 

N/A 

N/A 

3 

— 

Sale  of  Food. 

No.  of  Food  Premises  in  the  district: 

Bakers  and  Confectioners 

Butchers  . 

Caterers  (Licensed  and  Industrial) 
Dairies 

Fishmongers  and  Fish  Friers  ... 

Greengrocers 

Grocers 

Milk  Retailers 


Total 


17 

7 

33 

3 

3 

5 

38 

7 

113 


Unfit  Food. 

Food  condemned  as  unfit  for  human  consumption: 

2  cans  Corned  Beef 
Hind  Quarter  Beef 
1  can  Chopped  Ham 


12  lbs. 
53i  lbs. 
4  lbs. 


Bakehouses: 

Routine  inspections  were  made  in  the  five  small  bakehouses  still  in 
operation  in  the  district. 

It  was  thought  that  these  few  premises  would  gradually  cease  to  exist, 
but  there  is  still  a  firm  demand  for  the  bread  and  confectionery  produced 
by  the  small  firms. 


Slaughterhouses: 

As  previously  reported  no  slaughterhouse  exists  in  the  district  and  meat 
is  bought  from  wholesalers  outside. 

The  new  abbatoir  to  be  built  by  the  Joint  Board  is  under  construction 
and  it  is  expected  to  be  in  operation  early  in  the  new  year  (1964).  This 
will  supply  the  considerable  local  demand  for  fresh  killed  meat. 
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Manufactured  Meats: 

No.  of  premises  registered  for  manufacture  of  sausages,  etc.  8 
No.  of  inspections  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  21 


Ice-Cream: 

There  are  no  manufacturers  of  ice-cream  in  the  district,  all  retailers 


being  registered  for  the  sale  of  pre-packed  ice-cream. 

No.  of  premises  registered  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  42 

No.  of  inspections  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  67 

Samples  were  taken  during  the  year  and  graded  as  under: — 

No.  of  Samples  Provisional  Grade  I  II 

25  25  0 


HOUSING. 

New  Houses: 

During  the  year  the  Council  completed  30  dwellings  some  of  which 
were  allocated  to  the  slum  clearance  programme. 

Private  enterprise  completed  another  30  dwellings,  and  there  is  no  doubt 
that  these  helped  considerably  to  ease  the  problem  of  housing  families  from 
the  Council’s  housing  list  as  well  as  supply  houses  to  families  who  wished 
to  buy  their  own  house. 


Improvement  Grants: 

Action  was  taken  to  attempt  to  notify  owners  of  houses  lacking  all  the 
normal  amenities,  of  the  fact  that  grants  could  be  paid  (in  certain  circum¬ 
stances)  for  these  improvements  and  that  advice  would  be  readily  available 
from  the  Local  Authority.  However,  few  requests  were  made  as  a  result  of 
this  action. 

It  is  intended  to  carry  out  a  house  to  house  survey  to  add  to  the  existing 
record  of  houses  still  requiring  improvements. 

Applications  for  Discretionary  Improvement  Grants  continue  to  be 
received  although  possibly  due  to  the  number  of  suitable  cottages  now 
substantially  reduced,  the  number  shows  a  decrease  on  last  year’s  figure. 

17  Applications  were  received  and  approved. 

6  Applications  were  made  and  approved  for  Standard  Grants. 


SLUM  CLEARANCE. 

The  programme  of  slum  clearance  has  continued,  but  not  at  an 
increased  speed  as  was  hoped.  The  rate  of  completion  of  new  houses,  local 
authority  and  private,  governs  the  action  which  can  be  taken  in  clearing 
sub-standard  properties.  It  has  been  found  that  some  owners  of  those  very 
poor  dwellings  are  often  willing  to  spend  more  than  a  reasonable  amount 
on  them,  to  bring  them  up  to  the  required  standard. 
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The  number  of  dwellings  on  which  some  action  has  been  taken  is  as 
follows: — 


12  Demolition  Orders. 
2  Closing  Orders  and 
8  Undertakings. 


PETROLEUM. 

The  number  of  premises  licensed  at  the  end  of  the  year  stands  at  67, 
consisting  of:— 

14  Filling  Stations  and  Garages. 

53  Private  Installations. 

DISEASES  OF  ANIMALS  (Waste  Foods)  ORDER  1957. 

Periodic  visits  were  made  to  the  premises  in  the  area  licensed  for  swill 
sterilising.  No  infringements  of  the  regulations  were  found. 
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NEWBURY  RURAL  DISTRICT 


Report  of  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector 


Water  Supplies: 

During  the  year  eleven  samples  were  taken  for  bacteriological  examina¬ 
tion.  Two  of  these  were  unsatisfactory  and  the  owners  took  appropriate 
action  to  remedy  their  supplies. 


The  following  table  shows  the  position  in  the  various  parishes. 


Parish 

Population 

Number 

of 

Houses 

Number 
of  Houses 
supplied  with 
main  water 

Boxford  . 

540 

169 

115 

Brimpton  . 

579 

165 

116 

Chieveley  . 

2,065 

488 

413 

Cold  Ash  . . 

1,784 

457 

444 

Enborne 

465 

164 

140 

Greenham  . 

918 

253 

244 

Hamstead  Marshall 

237 

74 

45 

Leckhampstead 

463 

121 

117 

Midgham 

464 

109 

68 

Shaw-cum-Donnington 

2,278 

608 

584 

Speen  (Lighting  Area)  ... 

1 ,600 

202 

200 

Speen  (Non-Lighting  Area) 

1,592 

214 

1 18 

Thatcham  (Lighting  Area) 

8,343 

2,009 

1,956 

Thatcham  (Non-Lighting  Area) 

8,190 

205 

107 

Wasing 

49 

18 

14 

Welford 

757 

221 

181 

Winterbourne 

261 

75 

36 

Woolhampton 

818 

154 

89 

21,650 

5,707 

4,987 

Sewage  Disposal: 

The  following  sewerage  works  were  carried  out  during  the  year:-- 

1.  Foul  sewers.  Cold  Ash — scheme  almost  completed. 

2.  Foul  Sewers.  Woolhampton — scheme  almost  completed. 

3.  Relaying  of  foul  sewers  in  the  Broadway,  Chapel  Street,  High 
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Street  and  Bath  Road,  Thatcham.  This  work  was  completed  during 
the  year,  the  sewers  replaced  were  80  years  old  and  were  replaced 
with  larger  sewers  capable  of  taking  increased  flow  in  the  forsee- 
able  future. 

4.  The  surface  water  scheme  to  prevent  flooding  in  Thatcham  Station 
area  was  carried  out  during  the  year  and  should  be  completed  in 
the  Autumn  of  1963 

5.  Preliminary  work  was  carried  out  in  connection  with  the  laying  of 
foul  drainage  to  Wickham. 


Food  Supplies: 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  food  shops  in  the  area,  in 
addition  to  which  there  are  forty  hotels  and  public  houses. 


Grocers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  46 

Bakers  and  Confectioners  (6  bakeries)  ...  8 

Butchers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Greengrocers  ..  ...  ...  ...  7 

Sugar  Confectioners  ...  ...  ...  6 

Fried  Fish  Shops  ...  ...  ...  ...  I 

Fishmongers  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 


No  action  has  been  necessary  under  the  Food  Hygiene  Regulations,  but 
routine  visits  have  ensured  a  satisfactory  standard.  Five  butchers  are 
licenced  for  the  manufacture  of  sausages,  and  68  premises  are  licenced  for 
the  sale  of  ice-cream.  The  slaughterhouse  at  Pound  Lane  continued  to 
operate  during  the  year  and  the  following  table  shows  the  number  of  animals 
killed  and  the  estimated  amount  of  meat  condemned. 


No.  of  animals 
slaughtered 

No.  of  whole 
carcases  condemned 

Total  weight  of 
meat  condemned 
in  pounds 

Pigs 

...  15,037  (11,707) 

46  (13) 

14,421  (8,484) 

Sheep 

500  (1,349) 

Nil  (1) 

53  (120) 

Calves 

58 

(69) 

1  (2) 

215  (156) 

Goats 

Nil 

(4) 

Nil 

Nil 

15,595  (13,129) 

47  (16) 

14,689  (8,760) 

The  figures  in  brackets  refer  to  1961. 


The  high  number  of  pig  carcases  condemned  was  due  to  26  of  them 
being  swine  fever  contacts,  and  being  only  a  week  or  two  old,  were  con¬ 
demned  for  immaturity. 


Housing 

Housing  Table: 

No.  of  dwellings  built: 

(a)  By  local  authority  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

(b)  By  private  persons  ...  .  .  ...  ...  ...  ...  136 
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Inspections  of  dwellings  during  year: 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwellings  inspected  for  housing  defects  365 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  for  this  purpose  ...  ...  ...  472 

(2)  Number  of  dwellings  found  to  be  unfit  for  habitation 

and  not  reparable  at  reasonable  cost  ...  ...  ...  9 

(3)  Number  of  dwellings  found  to  be  unfit,  but  capable  of 

repair  at  reasonable  cost  ...  ...  ...  ...  55 


Remedy  of  defects  during  year 

(4)  Number  of  dwellings  rendered  fit  in  consequence  of  in¬ 


formal  action  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

(5)  Number  of  dwellings  rendered  fit  by  statutory  action  ...  1 

(6)  Number  of  dwellings  in  respect  of  which  demolition  orders 

were  made  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

(7)  Number  of  dwellings  demolished  in  pursuance  of 

demolition  orders  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

(8)  Number  of  dwellings  included  in  Clearance  Areas  ...  Nil 

(9)  Number  of  dwelling  demolished  in  pursuance  of  Clearance 

Areas  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 


Grants  for  the  improvement  of  private  houses 

Discretionary  grants  ...  ...  ..  ...  ...  ...  45 

Standard  grants  ..  .  .  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 


Caravans: 


The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  caravan  sites: — 


Site, 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 
9 

10 

11 


No.  Licenced 

100 

Works  of  Improvement  continued  during  the  year 

69 

Improvements  completed. 

30 

Improvements  completed. 

30 

To  be  moved  to  a  new  site. 

20 

To  be  closed  by  December  1963. 

18 

Improvements  completed. 

12 

To  be  reduced  to  five. 

5 

Has  been  reduced  from  ten. 

8 

To  be  closed  by  December  1963. 

8 

To  be  closed  by  December  1963. 

6 

To  be  closed  by  December  1963. 

In  addition  to  the  above  there  are  between  forty  and  fifty  licenced 
caravans  on  small  temporary  sites  containing  less  than  five  vans.  During 
the  year  four  families  were  rehoused  in  Council  houses  from  caravans. 
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Rodent  Control: 

Treatment  carried  out  in  the  district  under  the  Joint  Scheme  with 
Newbury  Borough  and  Hungerford  R.D.C.  is  set  out  below: — 


Local 

Aiithoritv 

(I) 

Non-Agricultural 
Dwelling  All  other 

Houses  (including 

(inc.  Council  Business 

Houses)  Premises) 

(2)  (3) 

Total  of 
Cols,  r, 

2  &  3 
(4) 

Agricultural 

(3) 

1,  No.  of  properties 
in  Local  Author¬ 
ity’s  District 

25 

4.980 

713 

5,718 

409 

2.  Total  Number  of 
properties  inspected 
as  a  result  of  noti¬ 
fication  . 

3 

106 

26 

135 

17 

Number  of  such 
properties  found  to 
be  infested  by: — 


Common  rat 


Major 

J 

— 

— 

1 

1 

Minor 

102 

11 

115 

16 

Ship  rat 

Major 

Minor 

House  mouse 

Major 

Minor 

4 

6 

10 

Total  number  of 
properties  inspected 
in  the  course  of 
survey  under  the 
Act 

23 

107 

6 

136 

86 

Number  of  such 
properties  found  to 
be  infested  by: — 

Common  rat 

Major 

6 

Minor 

9 

91 

3 

103 

80 

Ship  rat 

Major 

Minor 

House  mouse 

Major 

Minor 

1 

1 

3 

Total  number  of 
properties  otherwise 
inspected  (i.e.  when 
visted  primarily  for 
some  other  purpose) 

35 
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Local 

Anthoritv 

(i) 

Non-Agricultural 
Dwelling  All  other 

Houses  (including 

(inc.  Council  Business 

Houses)  Premises) 

(2)  (3) 

Total  of 
Cols.  1, 

2  &  3 
(4) 

Agricultural 

(.5) 

5.  Total  inspections 

carried  out  includ¬ 
ing  re-inspections  ... 

44 

233 

42 

319 

195 

(To  be  completed 
only  if  figures  are 
readily  available) 

6.  Number  of  Infested 
properties 

12 

195 

20 

227 

106 

7.  Total  treatments 

carried  out  includ¬ 
ing  re-treatments  ... 

22 

230 

20 

272 

190 

8.  Number  of  block 
control  schemes  car¬ 
ried  out 

13 

9,  Any  other  points  of  interest. 

Sewers  test-baited  with  negative  results. 


Refuse  Collection: 

A  weekly  kerbside  collection  of  refuse  was  operated  during  the  year. 
Disposal  of  the  refuse  was  by  uncontrolled  tipping  at  Pound  Lane, 
Thatcham.  It  is  proposed  to  submit  a  report  to  the  Council  in  1963  on  all 
aspects  of  collection  and  disposal  with  a  view  to  plans  being  made  for  an 
improved  service  in  the  future. 


FACTORIES  ACT  1937  to  1959 


1. — INSPECTIONS  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including 
inspections  made  by  Public  Health  Inspectors). 


No.  on 

Premises  Register 

1  2 

Inspec¬ 

tions 

3 

No.  of 
Written 
Notices 

4 

Prosecu¬ 

tions 

5 

(i) 

Factories  in  which  Sections 
1,  2,  3,  4  and  6  are  enforced 
by  L.A.  . 

6 

3 

(ii) 

Factories  not  included  in  (i) 
in  which  Section  7  is 
enforced  by  L.A. 

69 

25 

(iii) 

Other  premises  in  which 
Section  7  is  enforced  by  L.A. 

— - 

— 

— 

— 

Total 

75 

28 

— 

— 

2.— CASES  IN  WHICH  DEFECTS  WERE  FOUND  —  Nil, 
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